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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF CARR THOMAS DOWELL

t was born December 3,  1878 at  Mounh sytvan, Texas, a sma11
town 15 mi les f rom Tyler ln Sni th County.  My fathe.,
Wi l l iam Carr Dowe11, was born at  Cookevi l le,  Tennessee.
Just 1fhen he came to Texas, I  do not knowi but he vas not
o]d enough for mi l i tary service at  the t ine of  the Civ i l
War.  I  stayed ui th Uncle J in 's ui fe,  Aunt Lizzie,  whiLe
Uncle J im was in the army, My moLher l l las Nancy Ann
McAdams. I  know very l i t t1e about lny mothea's fami ly.  I
th. ink rney cane from Mississippi .

My father died before I  was born,  and my nother maaried a
second t ime, to John Burges. T have three hal f  brothers and
one hal f  s ister by th is marr iage. one hal f  s ister died.

My father ovned sohething over 400 acres of  land in Smith
and Van Zandt count ies in Texas, This land was in th.ree
parcels,  one of  r .h ich had about 225 a,cree and had three
houses on i t .  My Falher,s brother,  Peter DoI 'eI l ,  bough!
land adjoining. Both of  then inproved their  p laces by
plant ing olchards and galdens,

I  l ived with my mother unt i l  her death,  when I  was thir teen
years of  age. Accordinq to Texas lav I  I ] Ias noL old enough
bo appoint  a guardian nhen she died. When I  as fourteen, I
appoint .ed my uncle/  J.  T,  Do\re11, as tny guardian.
Aft .er  a short  t ime I  went bo l ive wi th him at  Lone
Oak Texas in Hunt County,  I  l ived with him unt i l  I  vent
away !o cot fege, and I  was back there dur ing t t le sunner fo!
severaL years.
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My ear ly educat ion uas very poor.  I  f i rsL l rent  Lo
one-teacher country schoots that  vere in session for three
or four months a year.  Sometimes they had no school  at
al l .  Later on I  rdent to a better school  that  had a longer
session, but I  th ink possibly I  vas in about the fourth
grade aL Lhe t ime I  vent to l ive v i th Uncle J in vhen I  vas
four leen years of  age- I  vent to school  fa i r ly  regular ly
for three or four years and f tade qui te a bi t  of  progress,
bu! st i l1 l  was not as advanced as I  should have been at
that age. The pr incipal  of  the school  at  Lone Oak passed a
rule that studenls Irho were tart ly in the dornings vould have
lo stay outside unt i l  the second per iod- One molning uhen
i t  was very cold/  I  had helped feed t 'he catCle,  then valked
about two mi les to schoot and trhen I  got  there the door i {as
closed. This made me angry.  I  went into !own. I  had two
cousins who ovned a mercanl i - te business and I  stayed there
the en€ire day. That af ternoon I  to ld Uncle J in vhat I  had
done and told hin I  l ranted to qui t  school .  He said "We1l,
vhat are you going to do?n l  totd him I- ! , rould l ike to rent
some land from him. Arrangements were made ---  he furnished
the mules and equiprnent.  I  uas to work on halves.  I  farned
for two years.  I  made good crops but very l i t t le money.
Cotton was sel l ing for  5C a pound, corn for  25+ a bushel  and
oats about 180 a bushel ,

Several  smal1 col leges had been bui l t  not  too far  f ron our
place/ and a number of  boys and gir ls reie going to these
col leges. I  decided I  would l ike to go. I  had a horse and
buggy. I  drove over to the nearest  col tege and talked to
the President.  I  t raded my horse and buggy for room and
boald for  a year.  This col lege was l lenry col lege. I t  vas a
big 4-sbory vrood bui ld ing.  I  went to col lege lhere and had
been thele about six weeks vtlen the building caugiht f i le and
burned !o the ground. I \ ,rent back home and stayed there for
two or three weeks and decided I  wouLd qo to Add-Ran
Universi ty at  Wacof Texas, nor,r  Texas Christ j .an Universi ty.
I  d id not have enough credi ls to enter l rhe Universi ty so T
entered their :  Prep School  and stayed there for  one year,
vhen T was able to enter the Universi ty-  I  f in ished ?he
four-year cor lege course in three yeals.  graduat ing in 1901
with a B.A. degree. Some seven or eight members of  the
gradual ing c lass decided tso go to the Universi ty of  Texas
the next year.  I  uent wi th them. we were given credi t  for
3 years '  rork and had to do an extra year ln order to get a
degree. I  graduated at  the Universi ty of  Texas Igi th a
B.S- degree in 1902. Severa] '  menbers of  my class decided
lhey would spend a year at  the Universi ty of  Chicago, but I
had been given a fef lovship in chemisbry at  the Universi ty
oF lexas so, srayed there for  another year.  I  &orked as a
Chemist  fo!  a year or tvo.

I  vas very much in love vi th my sweetheart ,  Jesse Flora
Cady. We decided ve would get marr ied.  We were matr ied
Febluary 22, 1905.

I  d idn' t  have a job.  I  renember my Uncle J im saying that I
"had a wi fe.  but  no job,



I  decided I  would go into teaching. I  i ras erployed to teach
chemistry and physics at  the high school  at  Temple,  Texas.
I  received a salaly of  $75.00 per month.  Before the year
l ras over,  I  was of fered a posl t ion to teach chenistry and
physics in the high school  at  Au6t in,  Texas. So I  began
teaching thal  fa1I  in the high schooL a4d taught that  year
and a part  of  Lhe next year.  A f r iend of  mine at  the
Universi ty of  Texas not i f ied me thae the Unlversi ty had been
requesled to recornmend someone to teach chenistry and
physics at  a Teachers Col lege at  Ednund, Oklahoma and asked
i f  I  vould be lnterested. I  to ld him f  r iould.  I  t ras
recohmended and was given the posi t ion and lef t  for  OkLahona
sometime in November,  which vas just  af ter  oklahoma had
become a state.  Whi le i t  uas a terr i tory,  pract ical- ly al l
of  the teachers in the col leges in the terr ibory were
Repub-l icans. When i t  became a state almost al l  of  these
Pepubl ican Leachers fosL their  posi t ions.

I  had arranged to spend the next su[rmer at  the Universi ty of
Chicago, but before I  could go f  was not i f ied that  I  r faE
berno transferred to another Teachers Col lege at
i featherfolal ,  Oklahoma. I  had been there a l i l t te more than
a year when someone brouqht a pebi t ion around and told us
that the President of  the State Board of  Educat ion had a
mortgage on his house and asked us to give in oraler Lo help
hr.m pay i t  of f .  Some of us to ld them i t  ras not r ight  and
i{e would not subscr ibe.  At the t ime of  the elect ion of
leachers the next spr ing,  those uho did not subscr ibe 1ost
:heir  posrt ions.  I  accepted a posi t ion in a high school  in
\ew Mexico,  but a l i t t le late!  on f  was e- lected to tutorship
a-u the Universi ty of  Texas. I  accepteal  th is tutorship
because i t  gave me an opportuni ty to cont inue my gtaduate
-viork in chemistry-  I  I l las at  the Universi ty f ron 1910 to
!916 except for  twelve nonths that I  spent at  the Universi ty
of  Cal i fornia dolng graduate work.  I  vas dade an Instructor
in chemislry the second year I  vas there and was given an

r r^ yEd!r .

i :econmended l l r ice t ty the Head of the Deparlment for
advancement to Assistant Professor.  Both I r imes the President
.oLd the Head of  the Depart(ent that  he al l :eady had too many
nen of  professor la l  f ,ank in his department,  60 I  decided I
had better look somewhere efse for work.

:  should have stated above that I  l lent  to the Universi ty of
: r l i iornia on a teaching fel lowship in 1913 and was thele
ior 12 months.  When I  returned Lo the Universi ty of  Texas f
scenl  t t le next year working on ny doctot 's disserLat ion.
lur ing that year I  got  enough resul ts so that they were
:ccepted for a docior 's dissertat ion al ,  the Llniversi ty of
:a i i iornia.  I  returned to the Universi ty of  Cat i fornia in
- !be summer of  1915 for the purpose of  taking my examinat ions
:- : :  :he -)cEor 's degree. I  r , ras qranted my ph.D deqree in
--he vin;er oi  1915. I  returned to the Universi ty of  Texas
lnC lauqhi  lor  a year.



In lhe spr ing of  1916 I  l las elected Associate professor of
Cheft istry at  Tulane Universi ty in New Or]eans. f  spent a
1i t t le more than a year at  Tulane. I  vas disappoinied there
in that  there vas tack of  harmony in the DeDartment of
Chemistry.  The cl in ical  laborat ; . ry r . "  . , " ry poor and there
-was no money fo!  reseatch.

I  heard of  a vacancy at  Oklahona A. & M. Co1lege,
Sl i l lwater,  Oklahoma. I t  was the Head of  the Department of
Chemistr :y in the Exper iment Stat ion.  There uere three men
in the Departnent and the work consisted of  analyzing
feedsluf fs,  grains,  etc-  and doing research. According Lo
the informat ion given me, the Department seened to be pret ty
wel l  equipped and r i th enough money fo!  i ts  purposes. I  vas
elecLed lo the posi t ion and went there January 1,  1918. The
President of  Tulane did not vant to retease me t tut  I
pronised to get a good nan to take my place and he agteed.

After I  had been at  Oktahoma A. & M. for  two or three years,
I  i ras made Director of  the Agr icul tural  Exper iment Stat ioo
wi lh the understanding that I  cont inue as Head of  Che
Department of  Chemistry j .n the Exper iment Stat ion.  The
Director of  the Exper inent Stat ion and the Director of  the
Extension Divls ion were under the supervis ion of  the Dean of
Agr icul tu ie.  Af ter  I  had been Director for  a year,  the Dean
lost  h ls posi t ion and I  was made Dean of  Agr icul ture and
Director of  the Exper inent Stat ion.  I  r , ra s Director of  the
Exper inent Stat lon at  Oklahoma A. & M. for  seven years.  I
th ink that  the Stat ion nade considerable progress duaing
that t ine- The Off ice of  Exper imedt Stat ions in Washington
seemed vel l -  p leased vi th the progress that had been made.

The Col lege had a pol i t ical  board- The Commissioner of
Agr icul ture vas elecled and the four other nembers on the
Board were appointed by the covernor and sutrj  ect to removal
by hin.  The man who had been Dean of  Agr icul ture wanted to
become Dean of  Agr icul lu l .e and Director of  the Exper iment
Stat ion,  and he nanaged to get the Board,s approwal.  This
neant that  I  vas l r i thout a job.  The Director of  tshe Off ice
of Exper iment Stat ions in Washington refused to approve him
as Director of  the Exper iment Stat ion and protested my
lemoval .  The resul t  was that I  vas reinstated, but af ter  T
had al . ready accepted a posi t ion at  Louis iana State
Universi ty at  a better salary lhan I  was gett lng at
Oklahoma A. & M. Col lege-

l  came to Louis iana State Universi ty as Dean of  Agr icul€ure
and Di.rector of  the Agr icul turaf  Exper iment Stat ion in
Aug'ust  1928. After three yeals i t  l , tas decided by the
author i t ies of  the Oniversi ty that  the of f ice of  the Dean of
Agr icul ture and Director of  the Agr j .cut tu.ral  Exper iment
Stat ion would be div ided, and I  was retained as Director of
the Agr icul tural  Exper inent Slat ion.  I  remained in th is
Posi  t  ion for  th i r teen years.
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Thara u:c d,r i+6:  ! i i+ 
^t  ^- -  _onfusion at  the universi tv af ter

PresidenL Smith vas sentenced Lo the peni tent iary for  misuse
of Universi ty funds. There l 'as a bel ief  ovet the State that
the Board of  Supetvisors had been negl igent.  in their
dut ies,  The Board reacted to th is feel ing and went to the
othe! extreme. I t  began to do things that should have been
lef t  to the President and other of f icers of  the UniversiLy.
Var ious commit tees were appointed by the Boardt  one ras an
Agricul tural  Commit tee. This Commit tee conslsted of  three
members.  one of  them was an old man(a fatmer vho knen
l i t t le about such thingis) ,  another uas a senator vho uas
8O-odd years o1d, and one l \ 'as a fa i r ly  young man. This
young man seemed to dorninate the Commit tee. one of  the
f i rst  act ions of  th is Commiatee l las the rel toval  of  Dl lector
Bateman of  the Agr i .cul tur :a1 Extension Divis ion f ron his
of f ice.  I  do not know that the PresidenL or the Dear,
approved of  th is act ion.  T doubt i t ,  A year later,  th is
same Commit tee removed me from ny of f ice.  This was done
cont lary to the f i ishes of  Lhe Dean of  Agr icul ture and, I
suppose. those of  the Pre6ident of  the Universi ty-  I  have
every reason io be-t ieve that the of f ice of  the Exper iment
Stat ions in Washington approved the work that  I  had been
doing. Horaever,  I  vas not Ief t  wi thout a posi l ion.  There
vas a vacancy in the DepartFent of  Agronony and I  uas made
Professor of  AEronomy and remained in that  posi t ion unt i l  I
ret i red June 5,  1949. The Boatd of  Supervisor recommended
ret i !ement as Professor emeri tus (Agronomy) October 9.  1950.

I  wish to state that  I  have a1\,rays been very qrateful  to my
uncle,  J.  T.  Dowel l ,  for  l lhai  he did for  me. He and his
vi fe,  Aunt Lizzie,  LreaLed me vi th the greatest  k indness and
I appreciate th is very much.

Li st .  of  Honors

When I vas in high school in Lone Oak, lhe teacher of the
class in Aner ican History of fered a pr lze for  lhe one tbat
made the highest grrade in that  subject .  I  won this pr ize,
which vas a book on American History.  The President of  the
Board of  Regents at  Add-Ran Universi ty gave a nedal  each
year to the student who achieved t 'he highest al l -around
standing in the Society named Shj . r ley af ter  h im. I  uon this
medal in my Junior year.  Whi le l  uas at  OkLahoma A. &
II .  Col lege a Chapter of  Phi  Kappa Phi .  was organized- I  vas
nade i ts President the second year af ter  i ts organizat ion.
After I  had returned to the Universi ty of  Texas !o cont inue
my studies in chemistry at  the Universi ty of  Texas and af ter
I  had been there four or f ive years,  I  decided lo go to the
Universi ty of  Cal i fornia where I  had been given a teaching
fel- towship j .n chemistry.  The f i rsC year that  I  l ras at
Louis iana State Universi ty a chapter of  Phi  Kappa Phi  rvas
oiqanized and f  l ras made i ts President.  I  am a member of
Sigma Xi  and of  Alpha Zeta.  I  publ ished some of my research
in chemistry.  An account of  th is v i l t  be found in who's Who
in America and also in American Men of  Science,

october 8,  1962



Obituary f ron the Morning Advocate,  Baton Rouge, LA
Entered into eternal  !est ,  Septeober 29, 1968
DOWELL, MRS. JESSIE CADY Died at  7:45 a.n.  Sunday at  O1I j .e
Steefe Burden Nulsing Hone, where she had resided for the
past t l ' 'o  years.  Age 87, resident ot  2543 Fai l f ietds Ave.,
nat ive of  Manist ie,  Mich. Body at  Rabenholst  Funeral  Home
fron 9 a.m. Monday unt i l  servi .ces in the chapel  at  2
p.n.  Monday, conducted by Dr.  John W. Melton. Bul ia l  in
Rosefavn Memorial  Park.  Pal lbearers:  D!.  i lanes Upp. James
Huguet,  J.E. Hamil ton,  Dr.  W.H. Hani l ton,  and het grandson6,
Carr Thomas Dorrel l  I I f ,  James Wil lard Do{el l  J! .  and Bi . I I Iy
Dominguez. Survived by t ro sons, Sinclair  C. Dovel l  aod
Dr.  !1.  Wi l lard Dose11, both of  Baton Rouge; f ive
grandchi ldren, Carr  Thomas Dol le11 I I I ,  James WlI lard DoveI] .
Jr ,  and Fredna Ann Dowel l ,  aL1 of  Baton Rouge, Mls.  Martha
Frances Dorninguez, Ner Orleans, and Mrs- Phi l ip Shelv in,
Shreveport ;  a daughter- in- Ia l r ,  Mrs- cten (Martha) penal leton,
Plnevi l le,  and four great-grandchi ldren. She r , ra s preceded
in death by her husband, Dr.  C.T. Dol 'et f .  She l ras a dember
of First  Presbyter ian Chulch, and Chapter C of  PEO.

Former I)ean's
Rites Are Set
Here on Sunday

Frr!.r!l E rvic.s .r! sc!€d.
ul€d Sr.Edry lor Dr. Carr
lborDas DoFell. 86. forc
deaD of th€ LSU College of Ag-
I'culture and dietor of tlE
huBia.Da Agriculh$l E"peri,

Tb€ sewices will be co!-
ducteal at 2 p.m. at Ratq|.
horst l\uelal EoEe by Dr.
JdD E. Mdton. rith buiir.l i!

Ee i!i-a E€db.r of Pht B6t
KaDDa. hmoraly sciol&rblp 5F
ci6$i Phi Kappr Phi, SiSr[s
Xl aDd A]!h. ta. E€ $€s
lid€d ir l9to's Wto h Adenca
and A.Eeric!.D Ms d Scidce
Dr. Dowell E€wld r3 lr€dd€|lt
of tl|€ Pbr KrDp! Phi d4t€rs
at Doth Otlrf,oE! Stlt Uri-
v.rsitt sDd al I,sU.

suFrivss i!cl!d. bis rif€;
aeo ss. Dr. J!fi.3 mllld
Dovel ;nd SiDolrl.r Itos€Ir
five elardl$lldr€q lDd tqo
E"rt-iadchildrco Ee Pas tle
t-anFaof the br€ Dr. Citr T
Dowel Jr. ad Mslcoh Dofl'

'1 
rosident ol 2543 Fai i€lds

Are.. he was a ncDn€r d the
Pr?lbttdtn Ctul,cbRcel.l'D M.oriliel Psn.

Dr. Doirell di€d trliday at
Batd B.oEe G€3€!a.l EAiLl.

Dr. DmeI came to IJI' ir
h 1828 I!s€[ le rras laE€d
&t! of the LSU Collc{€ of Ac.
dd i|tl! !d dir€.id d de
Lottldrrr fgic[X El &qi-
ln.ot St3Ho- fle Emrin d !s
dl!€.tor od tle €trpedo€d sis-
tion wb€tr the dic€ was s.Da-
lat d ftoo the d€er of !/;i-
cullrle 6 July 1, 1!Bl.

DOWELL, Str'ICLAI8' C.

E€ w!6 ntu€d pft{essor ot

It@ OttaloE. Urivelllty
{,b3r€ he bad bee! al!8o of the
CoU.gs of Aericirlhr!€ ed di,
!€oror ol ibe €lp€ri.b€Et str-ot*or" * *" arr*, 

"o.,ile llctrv€d his B.S. deEle€/
from tle Uriversily of Texas:
aDd lds Pb.D. trnE the Ud.
veidtv of C€lifolDia
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Former Baton Rouge High Star Is
Rated No. I in First ,{nnual Net

Top Seeded

Tourney Here; Some l[atches Today

By DAN HARDESTY
1\,lllarar Oorvell,

Ilotrse uiR! net 6ldr, rtrev tho
ror) seeded Dosi(lon i'r lbe senlor
srnstes divisroD of the Blton Rotrs€

rrDA on the I-orrsintru
slt), codrts. Follo\rinr Doreu l!
Prof nd\rnr Dtrlts ol rhe uniYe.-
slty lrtstory deDnrt$.nt, seedP.l 6ec-

h the junlor dlvlslon, tlErry
Barlotr drerv nrst s6€dlna, lollorved
by Dous r,taslnnl. or the Nev Or-
leins Idvn T.nnls club.

Barton-Wal l .c.  loF Juhio.
Doublss,

Badon anit lvallac€ rated th.
toD gnoL i[ juDlor donD]es, \rlth
th. N€v ollcatr! teaN or Masln-
ris and lvimberiy Dlactng second,
only trvo $ee secded, du€ to orc
Itnril.i runber 6I etrt,ie4

S.niof  Sihsl . is ,
lFhnlnary Round-Jirnmy 1\,Al-

lac. vs. F- F. Msahton: Rl.h.rd
Tnjto vs Lewis NoEressi Paul

i Dolcr v€- cryd€ HeberL
UDDer B.acket-lviltard Dosell

I vs. \rtDDer or \l'alrace-\t'issinton
lN4(cb: Joe scheDdl€ vs,  Geno
lStcpl f t :  Hi f ' r
io! 'r'u,Le-r-. NorBrc!s nrarch, Joo
Nor8rcss rE. I, D, Powefs.

Lo,vcf Bfacket-Tom sdndersv.,
Ln s, Mofris, lEnk sttrhr3 13
rDr ]v. D, l<tnbroushi Joe I3s-
sell€ vs. Gordor u'al!B; EilNln
D.vi3 rs Ni.ncr

senior Do!bl.s.
Prclhrinary ncund - u.'8iti u roh -

wnllis ws schendt..Dover-

Ir*€r Bractct-sal'lina_1li\tor
vs Mlxon-wa(l!; l,- NorsEcE_J.

Junior 6iht lca.
IJD)ef Ernckcl-'llrfY Ea'lon !t

L Dyer Clyde rleLerl vs, Blllf, o1vetrr:
Jsck Crcen€ ni
nl; JlDnny Nrlroco as bY€

' tr'cd !|erohnr; trobby Brea*url
rs nsonr Cotbn;
vs Lerov FlemlDs,

Juni t r  Double. .
UDDer Bracltel - Drrton-lvallir'

rr, lrve: Ltnch_DenleY $ Brer-

Lo\rcr tlEch€t - l{tbe, t creene
rs, l-lcNnrc. G morc; nlasnrte -

Crn Pl .Y EIFIY
n'htle Lhe ioofnnnen! ot0clally

starta toDorrov N.rntrs et  9

oclock, any llntorE vho care to

ntav n.tct es lhl6 n(te$oon aro

nsk€d to ilo e, .5 lhere are s.v'

eDI rlaY€rs ent€r. ho cannoi

Dlay lretore laie ln artertroon'
114rh rheso nratclr.6 tna .rarEd

tlnc of tlre dal



$ffiilrd'DoweTl

ln ity Net Meet
tt
Ca

rMan.in 0osed Jousq Matches in
Vhich Are Slated to Start Today

Ctreanpion of Last Year Rated Top

' By Drn H.rd.ny
:wttrrrlt Do{611, l.!t vedt olty

cltDDton, dftrr th. tbp-eelted Do'
sltlon ln i lt.lil ol tO Dl.r6 rn
tha clo!€d clty tchnt! toulnarh.lfj
drth Alra koll h4allna th. lllt in
tht woneni dlvl6ton. opdlng
lourd mrtclleE are llrt€d tor the
kut6tana strt. lnlv€rltty colrts

itg llst ue Tm sstr6n, Nnnoa'
trp . ydr aaDi St.thtm CtolbY.
Pr.l Edw,n D.elr, Dr. w, D.
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Obituary f ron the Baton Rouge Advocate,  Juty 9,1999

DOWELL, DR. JAMES WILLARD
A ret i red Balon Rouge physic ian,  he died at  h is hone ln
Baton Rouge. He vas 83 and a naLive of  Aust in.  v is i t inq
at First  Presbyter ian Church, 2 p.n.  unt i t  re l ig ious
services at  3 p.n.  Fr iday,  conducted by Rev. Russel l
Sbevenson. Graveside servlces l r i11 be pr ivate.

He vas an orLhopedic surgeon and one of Lhe founders of
The 0rthopedic Cl in ic.  He pract iced orthopedics in Baton Rouge
fron 1948 unt i l  1988. He earned a bachelo!  of  science
degree from LSU in 1936, graduated froE LSU School  of  Mediclne
in 1939, and compl-eted a residency at  Huey P. Long Ho6pifal
in Alexandr ia.  He conpleted a reaidency in orthopedics on the
Tulane Service at  Char i ty HospiEal  in New Orleans in 1948.

He 1|as past president of  the East Baton Rouge Medical
Society and the Louis iana Orthopedic Associat ion.  He was
cert i f ied by the American Board of  Orthopedic Sulgery,  a
a menber of the A.Eetican Acadelly of Orthopedic Surgeon€
and a fe l1ov of  the American Col lege of  Surgeons. He vas a
IecLurer in orthpedics at  TuIane Universl ty SchooL of
Medicine.

A vetelan of  Wol ld War I I ,  he served in the U.S. Ardy Medical
Corp f ron L94I-1946. He as an elder in the First  Preebyter ian
Church, a merber of  Kappa ALpha Fraternl ty,  Baton Rouge
Country Club, and Bocage Racquet Ctub.

He is survived by his wi fe,  Fredna HaBi l ton Do' i re11t a son,
James Wil lard Dovel1, , f r . ,  New Roads; tno daughtels,
l " lar l1yn Dowet l  Burel ,  Baton Rouge, and Ann Dove1l  Scarborough,
Sal isbuly,  N.Cr a nepher,  Torh Dolrel-1,  Covington, and f lve
grandchi ldren, caEsandra Kemme!er,  Shreveport ,  Todd Sherr in,
Dovn6vi I le,  A11i6on Scarborough and Jul ian Scarborough, both
of Sal i .sbury,  and Freddie Deeanna Dovel I ,  Nef i  Roads. He
lras preceded in death by his parents,  Dr.  Carr  ThoBas and
Jess ie cady Dolrel l  -

Pal lbearers eial  be Caly Douqhelty,  J in Sdi th,  Guy Riche I I I ,
wi l t ian Hamil ton of  Alexandr ia,  Fred Hani l ton of  Ruston and
Ol l izo Richald.  Honorary pal lbearers are Dr.  Guy Riche Jr. ,
JaEes LaRoche, Edward Prosser,  Dr.  John l lopper,  Dr.  Wi l l - iaE
Moore and Flank Burel .  Memorials nay be made to First
Presbyter ian chulch,  701 North BIvd, Baton Rouge LA 7O82L or
!o a char i ty of  choice.



A Brief  Biography of  Fredna Hamil ton Dore11
by Mari lyn Burel

Presented at  the 41st Annual  Hadi t ton Reunion
Dosnsvl l le,  LA, AugusL 1,  1999

My nothe!,  Fredna LouiEe/ was the middte chi ld of  AtLie Mae
and Fred Hamil ton.  She was born 1n Dovnsvi l le on November
1,1919, eighly yeara ago this November.  That makeg hel
the oldest l iv ing menber of  the Fred Hamil ton branch of  the
fani ly and so ve honor you today. Motber.

She gradualed from Louls iana Tech si th a deglee in HoDe
Economics and vas working in Alexandr ia teaching sei l ing and
cooking ski l ls  in a federal  program for qr l r ls  vho had
dropped out of  h igh school  wtren she net ny father,
Dr.  Wi l lard Dowelf .  Dadaly was dolng a residency at  the
VeLeran Hospi ta l  there,  and they met at  a dance. He cal led
her severaL t i .mes to go dancing when a f r i .end of  h is,  a
doctor f rom New Orfeans, caEe to v is i t .  Af ter  several
dancing dates,  MoLher decided she wouldn' t  dale hin any nore
because he only cal led fo!  a daLe yhen his f r iend caEe in
toyn. FortunaLely,  or  I  vouldntL be here,  he askeal  her Eo
go to a movie.  They vere marl ied in Downsvi l le on June 21,
1941 ,  58 years ago. After World War 11f they I ived br ief ly
in Nev Orleans 1t th l1e Daddy did a residency in Orthopedics,
aod then moved to Baton Rouqe.
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When she ras a t i t t le gir1,  Mother refused to go anywhere,
even to 6chool ,  v i thout a handkerchief ;  and you can bet
thele 's one in her purse or hand l ight  nou. She loved
horses and she ar ld her best buddy st i l ] .  r ide their  holses
every Saturday. She l iked the outdoors,  especial ty
svimning; and af te!  he!  Saturday horseback r ides,  she st i11
cools of f  by swi.nr ing in False River.  She has a spir i t  of
adventure.  and i t  rasn' t  too nany years ago lhat  she and a
couple of  her lady f r iends canoed the uhi te watels of  the
r iver rhere the novie Del iverance l las f i tmed.

Mother alvays had such a f ierce determinat ion to do things
her vay that her brothers cal led her " the general"  behind her
back. This determinat ion has served he! f le l1.  Daddy vas
sick wi th Parkin6ons for 13 yearsr the disease af fected both
his mind and body. Mother was determined bo care for  h j . I !  at
home vhen any one else vould have given up long ago. He
died at  home this Jul t ,  7-  Keeping hiB at  hone rraE Lruly a
renalkable fea t .

Dur ing their  malr lage, they enjoyed playing tennis
together.  Daddy had twice been the Baton Rouge ci ty
chanpion, runne!-up in state,  and vas unbeatable on the LSU
tennis team. They both loved the chulch.  Daddy vas a
rut ing e1der,  and Mother,  wi th gleat love and f la i ! '  taught
the energeLic f i t t le boys that no one else seened to be able
to control .

They had 3 chi fdren -  ne,  J iBmy, and Ann. Ann l ives in
Sal isbuly,  N.C.,  v i th he! two chi ldren, Al l ison and Jul ian.
I l ive in Baton Rouge with ny husbantl,  Frank. I have tvo
chi ldren, cassie and Todd. cassi .e I ives in Shrevepol t  n i th
her husband, Matthew Kemmerer.  Todd is malr ied to Becky and
they l ive in Dovnsvi l ] -e on land that wa6 parc of  my
grandfather Fred Hamil ton's farrn.  My brothe!,  ,J inmy, and
his v i fe,  Scar let t ,  l lve in New Roads with the newest
addi t ion to our faDity,  a baby gir l ,  Freddi€,  naned of
course fo!  Mothe!,  the one who taught us al l  about faEi ly
l-ove. we honor you today, l ' lother.



Mother always carried a handkerchiefin her pocket. We placed one in her suit pocket in her casket. When my
granddaughter, Karisso, was bom, I took one of Mother's handk€rchiefs and made a bonnet for Karisss. This poem
I wrote was on the back ofthe order of worship at Mother's funeral.

A BONNET FOR KARISSA

Steamed, folded liesh in her top dmwer,
Irish lin€n, Belgian lace, cutwork hearts,
French-knor daisies, old-fashioned
and lightly starched as my mothet

who cried and ian home Forn Downsville School
when she forgot her handkerchiefin s€cond grade.
The lost time she was without a handkerchief.
The lsst time she cried in public.

This batiste handkerchief, hand-embroidered
with a rosebud, I stitch with silk
ribbons and smooth pedrl buttons
i o a bonnet for my tmnddaughter

newbom to Downsville's red clay hills,
and birch hollows- Ifonlythese fingen
could monoglam my mother's passion for pastures
clovered in crimson, pine forests dappled with dogwood.

The handkerch ief can not tgll Karissai I cleaned
her griny laees each spring she plonted rcd impaliens,
swam when she ran the ()coee River rupids.
I reektd of horse sweat Satftdals when she galloped
goy-haired ard laughing through woods and creeks.

The handkerchief cannot say: I u)iped &By
her pupil's tears in Sundalt school,
sponged a sick husband's forehed
len delemined years al home,
sat slarched in a silk-suil Wket on lhe Sabbarh.

The handkerchiefdoes say: /cone

u)ho passes things dov,n.

narilyn dowell burel


